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Yabilities, when I assert, that but tew have suc- 
geeded wm their attempts to explain the subject 
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THE PREACHEAR. 
‘Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to ductrine,’ 


A SURBION, 
BY L. S. EVERETT. 

Delivered at Aurelius on the evening of the first Sab- 
bath in March, by request of a member of the Bay- 
hist Church. 

“For .¢ mast all appear before the judgement-seat 
of Christ; that every one may reveive the things 
done in his body, wecording to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad:” 2nd Cor. v. 10. 

* And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before 
God: and the books were opened: avd another book 
was opened which is the bvok oi life: and the dead 
were judged cut of those things which were written 
in the books, according to their works:” Rev. xx. 12. 

On rising to address this respected auditory 
on the important subject beiore us it becomes 
me to confess, that my-feeble talents unas 
sisted by the spirit of God, are inadequate to 
the task assigued me; and I stall not be 
accused of a disposition to boast of my own 











Now tobe considered. If, therefore, | should 
fail in my endeavours to illucidate the text, 
Imay claim the sympathy of those who have 
undertaken it before me, and throw mayseli 
upon the charity and generosity of my hearers. 

Before I proceed to discuss the subject, 1 
may not be amiss to notice some facts which 
telate to the book of Revelations itself ‘That 
a great part of this book is highly figurative 
will be cheerfully conceded, by ail who have 
taken pains to examine it. Th.s fact, of itself, 
isenough to plece us on our guard against 
forming any important opinions from any thing 
therem contained, unless sdch opinions are 
oo? expressed in other books of the bible. 

t aside from all this, admitting that every 
sentence of this book can be understood, there 
ate other reasons why it ougit not to be taken, 


_ Glone, as sufficient proof of any doctrine not 
’ plainly taught in the other books of the bible. 


1, The extreme uncertainty of its having been 
Written by the distinguished person to whon, 
it is generally imputed. 2. ‘he difficulty of 
ascertaining the time when it Was written. 3. 
The doubts expressed by those who at first 
decided upon its authenticity. 4. ‘The doubts 


| @ntertained by men of piety and learning in 


évery age of Christianity, trom the time of its 
promulgation te the present. This re- 


led the same views. 








| ° ‘ 
| mark, | hope, will net be construed into an 


evidence of infidelity in the speaker; as I 
should not dare say so much, were it not that 
the most celebrated theologians have expresa- 
This is one of those 
hooks, thé genuineness and authority of 
which, Eusebius informs us, was, by some 
of the early Christians, called in question.— 
Dienysius, a disciple of Origen. and an emi- 
nently Jearned and pious bishop of Alexan- 


dria, in the third century, urges ‘the five ” 


following objections, viz. That the Evan- 
gelist John has not named himself, either in 
hi» gospel or in bis catholick epistle, but the 
writer of the Revelation names himself more 
than once. 2, i hat though the writer of the 
Revelation calls himself John, he has not 
shown us that he is the apostle of that name. 
3. That the Revelation doth not mention the 
catholick epistle, nor that epistle the Revela- 
tion. 4. That there isa great agreement in 
sentiment, expression, and manner, between 
St. John’s gospel and epistle, but the Revela- 
tion is quite different in ail these respects, 
without any resemblance or simil.tude, 5. 
That the Greek of the gospel aid epistle is 
pure and correct, but that of the Kevelation 
has barhgrisms and solecisms.”* But, whether 
the book was written by John the evangelist, 
or by some other person, is not so material. 
If true, it will bear its own weight, without 
the sanction of a grea: name; and we are to 
look at the internal, rather than to the external 
evWences of its authenticity For one, I freely 
confess, that my mind is satisfied of its trath; 
though, as before remarked, it is so highly 
tigurative, and consequently so hard to be 
understood, tnat | dase not take it as proof 
of any doctrine, unless it is corroborated by 
the concurrent testimony of other canonical 
books. This premised I shall proceed to 
invest.gate the subject, under the conviction 
that our text will be found to harmonize with 
all sther parts of the sacred scriptures. 

I am to presume, that the person who re- 
quested my views of the subject introduced, 
supposed the texts to teach the following doc- 
trines, viz. 1, ‘that there is to be a general 
Judgement after the resurrection; 2. That ag 
that time there will be a separation of man. 
kind, and that & part will be subjected to 
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*See anote in the Improved Version of the New. 


Testament, London edition. 
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endless punishment, and a part permitted to 
enter the regions of eternal happiness. In 
view of these opinions I observe, 

}. There is nothing said, in either of the 
passages, about endless misery. Nor are any 
of those words which are geverally thought to 

* signify such a state, employed, either in the 
texts, or their contexts.* ‘True, a judgement 
is mentioned, but nothing is said about its be- 
ing instituted for the purpose of passing, upon 
the cases of mankind in another world, and 
sentencing d part to endless torment. It is 
also true, that, at the period spoken of, man- 
kind are judged according to their works, but 
it is neither expressed nor implied that they 
deserve, or will receive, endless punishment. 

2. The rewards and punishments spoken of, 
are to be proportisnute tothe merit or demerit 
of the persous judged; and this, of itself, 
jurnishes a Conclusive argument against the 
doctrine of infiaite punishment. The signifi- 
cauon of the word “according,” is, “ina 
manger suitable to; agreeable to ;_ in propor- 
tion; with regard to.’ Now, ,to rewurd a 
person according to his guod deeds, is to 
bestow an amount of lappiness exactly pro- 
portionate to the value of his performances; 
and to punish one according to his demerit, 
is to have the punishment suited to the amount 
aud magnitude of his offences. Hence, as 
there are degrees in vice, so there musi be 
degrees in criminality; and so, also, there 

* must, of necessity, be degrees in punishment ; 
otherwise mankiad would not be punished 
“9 according to their deels.”’ 

3. In order that punishment shou!d be in- 
flicted on the principle lard down in the text, 
there must of course be an end of it; for oth- 
erwise there never can be a time wi/ren it can 
be said, man has been punished enough, or 
ACCORDING TO His peeps.” The awful dis- 
proportion between a finite act, and an infinite 
penalty, when viewed by the light of reason, 


is enough to convince the rational mind that | 


no such penalty can ever be either approved 
by principles of justice, or inflicted by the 
hand of almighty Love. 





#1t is true that the word hell is used in the context | 


in Revelations, but it is hades in the origival. aud is 


not supposed to signify the place of endicss torment. | 


A “Lake of fire and brimstone” is also mentioned, 
bat in such a way that no rational mind can infer, that 
a place of eternal torment is intended. Moreover the 
controversy between ourselves and the enemies of our 
doctrine, is reduced to the simple inquiry—doves the 
word rendered everlastin., eterval, &c. signify endless 
duration? and dees the word Gehenna, rendered hell 
in the New Testament, signify a place of misery in 
another world. 





+The notion that sin is an infinite evil, has been so 
ably exposed and refuted, that it isnot thought veces- 
“gary here to notice it. Let those who are not satisfied 
Yread Ballou on atonement, and their doubts will be 
“yemoved. 
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It should be remembered, then, that what- 
ever may appear to be the doctrine of the 
passages under consideration, they do not, of 
themselves, prove the eternity of punishment. 
Ladmit the fact of @ judgement; but deny 
there is to be any after the literal resurrection; 
1 admit that all men will be rewarded and 
panished ‘taccording to their deeds;” but 
dey the doctrine of eterna] misery. If, therc- 
fore, the text is found to prove my positions 
false,—or, what is the same thing, if it prove 
those doctrines true which I have just denied, 
then I shall feel bound, frankly, and ingeni- 
ously, to acknowledge myself refuted. But. 
if, on the other hand, I make it appear, by 
fair argument and legitimate ernclusions, that + 
my views on these points are correct, then 
the dectrines of my opponents mist fall to the 
ground ; and it will become those who have 
politely requested an expusition of this sub- 
ject, to no longer cling to it for support. 

In the farther enlargement of our subject, 

the following particulars will receive attention: 
1. We will endeavour to ascertain whether 
any part of the texts is to be taken literally, 
and if any, what parts arc to be so received. 
2. We will pursue the general inquiry, what 
does the text teach us ? 

1. The “ Judgement-sect of Christ” men- 
tioned in the text from Paul’s letter to the 
Corinthians, is evidently a figurative expres- 
sion, used to denote Christ's governing power. 
This power was delegated to bun by the Fa- 
ther, as affirmed, Jolin v ** For the 
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed 
all judgement un‘o the Son.” Christ was to 
reign for a season, or until all enemies shou!d 
be subdued to God, ufitil all shail confess that 
he is Lord to the glory of God the Father. It 
may also be observed, that the object of his 
being appointed to that office, was, that the 
world might be reconciled to God, under his 
administration. See the context, verses 18 
and 19: * And all things are of God, who 
/ HATH reconciled us to himself, by Jesus 
Christ, and hath committed unto us the word 
| of reconciliation; to wit, that God was IN 
| Curist, reconciling the world unto himself, 
not imputing their trespasses unto them.”— 
We are also informed, that the ApostLEs 
were to sit on twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of israel; but we all understand 
that these thrones were only figures, to denote 
the authority which they were to receive from 
the divine Law-giver. The remainder of the 
text in Corinthians I shall consider literal, as 
it is obviously descriptive of the rewards and 
punishments to be dispensed by the Judge, 
and received by the judged. 

2. The passage from Revelations, is alfo- 
gether figurative, as will appear on a few 
moments reflection. No rational mind can 
adinit that God keeps a literal account-book, 
in which to record the transactions of men ; 
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nor that the book of life is literally made of 
paper. ‘I'he absurdity of supposing the text 


literal, will appear more clearly when we | 


bring into view the context and connexions, 
Indeed, the whole book is so highly allegori- 
cal, that, without demonstration of the fact, 
we ought not to take any of ifs parts literally. 
I wajl collate a few of tie bold figures and 
metaphors with which it abounds. Feliold 
the seven stars ia tue right hand of tue Son 
of wan, @16;) the book with seve seuls, 
_(v 15) <i@Pfour beasts full of eyes, and six 
wings each, (iv 1G;) the person upon the 
white horse, going forth conquering and to 
conquer, (v 2;) the seven trurnpets and seven 
vials of wrath, (viii 2:) the star which fell 
from heaven unto which was given the key of 
the bottomless pit, (ix 15) the angel which 
came down from heaven clothed with a cloud 
and a rainbow, and stood one foot on the sea 
and the other on the land, (ch. x ;)-the woman 
im heaven with child, clothed with the sun, 
and the moon under her feet, and upon her 
head twelve stars; and ared dragon also in 
heaven, with seven heads and ten horns, who 
drew with his tuil a third part of the stars of 
heaven, (ch. xii;) also the beast which rose 
up out of the sea, with seven heads and ten 
horns, and all the world wondering after him, 


(ch. xii;) the sea of glass mingled with fire, | 


and the conquerors of the beast standing upon 
this sea of glass with the harps of God in 
their- hands. (xv 2;) the New Jerusalem 
coming down from heaven. built of gems and 
gold, with a river of pure waiter in its street, 
(xxi;) an angel descending with a key, and 
@ great chain, to bind and shut up satan,” 
(xx.)* No man in his senses can pretend 
that al! this is to be taken literally, 

Bat it may be urged that the resurrection 
spoken of is literal. ‘hen [I demand a reason 
for that conciusion And, if it should appear 
that the judgement is a literal one, it must then 
be proved that the persons judged are literal 
persons, and were literally dead. This resur- 
rection is the second one spoken of in this 
chapter, and neither are literal, as will appear 
from the following facts. 

The jiteral resurrection of mankind is plain- 
ly taught by St. Paul in Ist Cor. xv. In the 
Statement there given, nothing is said about 

More than one. The apostle affirms that all 
are to be quickened—that al/ shall be made 
alive in Christ—that ali shall be raised incor- 
Tuptible, glorious, powerful, and spiritual.— 
This is admitted, on all hands, to be a true 
statement of the general resurrection; and 
after mankio.i are thus raised, thus changed, 
in the twinkling of an eye, there is no jurlge- 
ment mentioned. 

Our Saviour, evidently alluding to the sub- 


-_, 


, “Bee Todd's dissertation on Rev. Xx. an excollent 
little work, for sule at this offiee, price J7 1-2 cenis. 





‘Jime event of the universal resurrection, d 


clares, Matt. xxii. 3, that ** in the resurrec- 
tion they are as the angels of God in heaven 


See also Luke xx 36: “ But they which 


or 


vo, 


' shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world 


} 





and resarrection from the dead, scither marry 
nor are given in marriage: neither can they 
die any more: for they are equal to the angels 
in heayen; and are the children of Gad, being 
the children of the resurrection.’ ‘hese ac- 
counts of the event under consideration, which 
al! Christians coucur in saying are. literal, 
make no mention of any thing like a jadge- 
ment afterwards, but the reverse may be safely 
inferred from their total silence on the sabject. 

But if we could find no other passages 
which would explain the text as being figura- 
tive. we migit come short of convincing 
candid inquirer of the truth of the position 
I have assumed I shall therefore proceed to 
collate other passages, which are undoubtedly 
of similar import, and which are acknowled- 
ged to relate to a parabolical resurrection—to 
a moral, or spiritual raismg of those tyko are 
said to be “dead in trespasses an@ sins.’’— 
Dan. xii. 2: “And many of them that sleep 
in the dust of the earth shall awake, same tu 
everlasting life, and some to shame and ever- 
lasting conteinpt.”’ This janguage is more 
strong, and at first view would appear more 
pointed and literal, than that ef our text ; but 
that it relates to a mora!, and not to the final 
resurrection, will be evident when we consu!t 
the context. When one asked, ‘“ How long 
shall it be to the end of these wonders ?”— 
‘‘the man clothed in linen which was upon 
the waters of the river, held up his right hand 
and his left, and sware by hirh that liveth for- 
ever, that it shell be for a time, times, aad a 
half; and when Ae shall 2ave accomplished to 
scaiter the power of the holy people, ail these 
things shali be finished.” If we consider this 
time as alluding to the dispersion of the Jews, 
(as I think We should.) the resurrection spo- 
ken of must have taken place about the AD. 
seventy, and as it could not have been @ literal 
one, we may conclude that it is figurative, 
See also John v. 24: ** Verily I say ento you, 
he that heareth my word, and believeth on 
him that sent me, Han everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condempation; but. és 
passed from death unto life.” Here, too, was 
a resurrection from moral death, produced by 
faith in the gospel. See also verse 25: “ Vee 
rily | say unto you, the hour is coming amd. 
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and they that hear shall Lize.”’ 
See aiso Ezekiel xxxvii. 12-14: “Thus saith 
the Lord God, Behold, O my-_people,.I will 
open your graves, and cause you to come up 
out of your graves, and bring you into the 
land of Israel: And ve shall know that Iam 
the Lord, when I have opened your graves, 
O my people, and brought you upout of your 
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graves ; and shall put my spirit in you, and ye 
Shall live.’ This language, though unques- 
tionably applicable to the temporal condition 
of the Jews, is far stronger than our text in 
sapport of a literal resurrection. Now, when 
we consider that the whole of the Revelation 
is allegorical, abounding in bold figures, it 
would seem that the foregoing examples would 
serve to convince the candid mind, that the 
text does not allude to a literal resurrection, 
nor toa day of final judgement subsequent to 
that event. But farther-- 

I have not been driven to either of the 
foregoing arguments to prove the incorrect- 
ness of the common opinion of our subject. 
{ am furnished with a weapon by my oppo- 
nents, and should be justly chargeable with 
neglect of duty if I should not use it. Ask 
the orthodox world wnen the events spoken 
of in our text shall take place, and all will, 
with one consent, reply—‘‘the event of the 
resurrection and final judgement will take 
place at the second coming of Christ.” From 
this opinion there cannot be found a dissenter 
‘in the ranks of our opponents: and this reply 
will farnish us witt’ a conclusive argument 
against the opinion | am endeavouring to re 
fute. 

I wish to have it distinctly remembered that 
_ Our opponents identify, in point of time, these 
three events, viz. the coming of Christ in his 
kingdom, the resurrection, and the last judge- 
ment. If, therefore, we can find out when 
either of these events were to transpire, we 
shall know when all were to be accomplished. 
This understood, I shall endeavour to fix upon 
the time when Christ appeared. In doing 
this, I shall bring to my assistance the words 
of Jesus Christ; and I desire my hearers to 
prepare themselves to believe just what he has 
plainly taught’ Hear him: “ For the Son of 
man shall come in the glory of his Father, 
with his angels; and rxen he shal] reward 
every man according to his works: verily 1 
say unto you, there be some standing here 
which shall not taste of death till they see the 
Son of man coming in his kingdom :” Matt 
xvi. 27, 28. Now observe, 1, these words 
» weré spoken by our Lord himself. 2nd, he 
declares that he shall come again. 3rd, he 
affirmed that his object in coming. was, to 
reward every man according to his works.-- 
4th, he was to come in the glory of his Father 
with his angels, (or messengers.) Sth, he de- 
cjared that he would come during the lifetime 
of some of those who heard him speak. 

Again: ‘“ Whosoever, therefore, shall be 
asbamed of me and my words, in this adul 
terous and sinful generation, of him also shall 
the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh 
in the g'ory of his Father, with his holy angels ; 
Verily I say unto you, that there be some of 
them that stand here which shall not taste of 
death till they see kingdom cof God come 





with power:” Mark, viii, 38, and ix, 1. Agaib: 
‘« Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and my 
words, of him shall the Son of man be asha- 
med, when he shall come in his own glory, 
and in his F'ather’s, and of the holy angels ; 
but I tell you of atruth, there be some stand- 
ing here, which shall not taste of death till 
they see the kingd»m of God:” Luke, ix. 26, 
27. Again: After Christ had given a particu- 
lar description of his coming to judge the 
world, in Matthew xxiv. he affir that the 
then present generation should nollltss, “ till 
all these things shall be fulfilled :” verse 34. 

Now if our opponents will insist upon the 
fact .that the judgement for which they con- 
tefid fis to take place at the second coming of 
Christ, they will find it necessary to disprove 
the plain import of the passages above quoted. 
or give us the argument. But that they, will 
never do; and I apprehend they will not make 
the attempt. They will find it much easier to 
impute heresy and infidelity to those who dif- 
fer with them in opinion, than to convince ay 
candid mind of the errour of what I have ad- 
vanced. 

Thus, in attempting to show that our texts 
do not refer to a literal resurrection and subse- 
quent judgement, I bave adduced proof which 
confines al) that is spoken of, to the genera- 
tion in which our Saviour lived ; consequently, 
we are to seek for some other meaning than 
that which has generally been attached to the 
passages under consideration. ‘This brings us 
as proposed, 

2ndly, ‘To the general inquiry, what do our 
texts teach us ? 

I will first ask your attention to a few re- 
marks on the passage from Corinthians. The 
apostle, when he declares that ‘*we must all 
appear before the judgement-seat of Christ, 
unquestionably alludes to the time when the 
Lord Jesus should appear in his spiritual king- 
dom, which was promised, as we have seen, 
during the life time of that generation. In 
his first Epistle to his Corinthian brethren, he 
exhorts them not to form a hasty opinion of 
himself, but to wait the coming of the Lord. 
Ist Cor.iv 5: “ Therefore judge nothing be- 
fore the time, until the Lord come,” &c. In- 
deed, the primitive disciples of Christ, aux- 
ivusly desired, and confidently expected bis 
coming ; and then believed it to be near at 
hand. Farther, he speaks of the event ax re- 
lating, particularly, to his own, and the case 
of ‘his brethren to whom he wrote. “ For we 
must all appear,” &c. 

Again: In speaking of this event he men- 
tions the fact, that under the reign of Christ, 
every one will receive the things done in the 
body, according to that he hath done; and 
this evidently alludes tothe difference between 
the old and new dispensations. {t had long 
been a custom for the children to be held 
guilty for the misdeeds of their parents; and 





this principle did not, when applied, ‘ render 
to every one according to his deeds” But 
when Christ should appear, that unjust system 
wasto be done away. Seethecontext God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto him 
self, not imputing their trespasses unto them. 

Again: This text plainly teaches, that the 
punishment to be inflicted was designed to 
reconcile the subject to God; and also, that 
it was to be inflicted in this mode of being.— 
Omitting the supplied words, it reads—* that 
every one. may receive the things in body, ac- 
cording to that he hath done.” In other words, 
tbat ‘the righteous shall be recompensed in 
the earth, much more the wicked and the 
sinner.” These remarks must suffice on this 
text, and we pass to consider that in Revela 
tion. 

Commentators have displayed much inge- 
nuity, and expended much labour in trying to 
explain, and make an application of the book 
which contains this text, but have toiled to 
but little purpose. The most eminent among 
those who have undertaken to explain this 
book, have differed widely in their views, and 
in their applications of its mysterious sayings. 
This proves that a man ought not to be dam- 
ned for not understanding it ; and also sustains 
the fact, that what is therein expressed is hatd 
to be understood and comes far short of de- 
monstration. 

From the best information I have been ena- 
bled to obtain on the subject, and from a can- 
did and -patient investigation of what I have 
read in dissertations on this book, I have been 
led to conclude, that most of those who have 
undertaken to unlock its mysteries, have 
greatly erred in regard tothe Time To wHICH 
ir rEFeRs. They have evidently (though I 
doubt not honestiy) wrested it from its original 
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The book is denominated a ‘ prophecy ;” 
but it should be remembered, that the terms 
** prophet” and ‘ poet,” were in ancient times 
synonymous. Taxing, therefore, the whole 
of this book for what it purports to be, it is 
neither more nor less than a piece of compo- 
sition highly imaginative, abounding in fanci- 
ful discriptions, bold metaphors, and imposing 
figures. The authour of this book was com- 
manded to “write the things which he aap 
SEEN, and the things which Were and the 
things which should be thereafter.” (ch. i.19.) 
Hence we may conclude, that much of it is 
historical, some of it descriptive of things then 
existing, and the remainder illustrative of that 
which should * -hortly come to pass.” See 
ch. i. v. 3 and xxii. 20. 


The most of this book relates to what con- 
cerned the “ Seven churches of Asia ;” and is 
evidently a history, and description of facts, 
which only particularly concerned those 
churches and a prediction of what would fall 
under the uqgite of those who composed them. 
As this book is acknowledged to be the most 
modern of any contained in the bible, it is pos- 
sible and indeed probai le, that it was written 
after the destruction of Jeruselem. It is gene- 
rally supposed to have been composed in A. 
D. ninety-six. 

Now, the frequent allusions in this book to: 
the vision of Daniel, induces me to suppose, 
that it relates to the same period, and the 
same particulars, mentioned by him 607 years 
before Christ, avd 713 years before the book 
was written. Wrought up toa pitch of hi jy» 
enthusiasm, by, contemplating the predicticyns « 
of Daniel ; and having witnessed a fulfil jent.; 
of many of those predictions; and more: >yery 
anticipating the entire accomplishment of af 
he had read in the prophets concerning this 


meaning, and applied it tohimes and seasons | great day of the Lord, as then at hard, : yy 
—to revolutions and events, which probably | writer, filled with rapture, wrote, as a f pithf 4) 
never entered into the heart of him who | witness of these events, to testify to th e wor jg 





dreamed upon the isle of Patmos. It has been 
applied to papal Rome, and Pagan Rome, 
and Christian France, and Infidel France ; 
and to cap the climax, the unintelligible rhap- 
sodies of the poetick John, have been constru- 
ed to mean the Corsican general, who caused 
kings to be afraid and taught tyrants that they 
were but men !* It has thus been made to sub- 
serve the interests of all denominations, and 
having been wrested, by common consent, 
from its primary import, has been a conve- 
nient weapon in the hands of all parties to 
defend their own darling theories and scourge 
their opponents. 

*This remark was occasioned by a recent perusal 
éf Ethan Smith’s Dissertations on the Prophecies, in 
which he hasexceeded all others in absurdity. The 
most notable qualification of the writer seems to have 
been.that which enabled him to darken every subject 
on which he wrote. 





the truth of what had been foretold w! jieh had 
already come to pass, and to infer the ¢ on. 
plete accomplishment of the whole - prop'uecy 
irom what had trapspired. iy 
After tracing these events as theyy hind tremsx 
pired, he begins the 20th chapt sr, by sawino- 
that he “ saw an angel come dc wn from Hg 
ven with a great chain to bind satan, or the: 
adversary, that be should decr sive the natiors 
no more, for a thousand years,” This prof a 
bly denotes that the anti-cluristian spirit of 
the Jews, which led them to reject the lehes. 
siah, should be subdued for 2 season, by the 
power and wisdom of God, di in the 
gospel. He next speaks of the first tesurrec. 
tien; by which I understand the revival of 
that devotedness to God and his uth which 
characterized the primitive martys of Jesus, 
He saw thrones and they that s7,¢ upon them 
This probably alludes: to’the declarations of 
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Christ, tbat his apostics should sit on twelve 
tiirones judging the twelve tribes of Israe]— 
not literally, bat by their testimony of the 
truth, “Bur the rest of the dead lived not 


again until the thousaud years were finished.” | 


As those who were first raised from the dead, 
ov had part of the first resurrection, were nei- 
ther literally dead, nor literally raised ; so 
noither were the others literally dead. The 
whole scems to imply, that many who had 
been in a state of mora! death, were quicken- 
ed into life by ihe gospel, and that the divine 
principles of chrisuauity should extensively 
prevail, foralouy seasou. Next we learn that 
sataa shall be let loose again, and shall go out 
to deceive the nations; by which some com- 
motion seems to be denoted, in which the 
descendants of Gog, the once chief prince of 
Meshech and Tubal, were to take a leading 
part. In verse 9th they are represented as 
4loing violence to Jerusalem; but fire from 
heaven consumed them. Next, we are told 
that the devil that deceived the.nations was 
cast into the lake of fire and brifilibne, which 
‘denotes a second triumph of truth, and the 
downfall and misery of its enemies. 
brings us to verse Lith: ‘And [ saw a great 
white throne and him that sat on it.”—The 
throne denotes the regal power of Christ as 
the king of saints ; the *‘ white throne’”’ denotes 
the purity of his kingdom. ‘From whose 
face the earth aud the heaven fled away.” — 
This seems to indicate, that all former dis- 
pensations were to come to anvend ; as Christ 
was to fulfil the law and bring in everlasting 
righteousness. ‘And there was found no 
place for them.” if this were to be taken 
literally, even the dwelling place of God would 


flee away ; but the terms earth and heaven are | 


frequently employed to denote nations and na- 
tional dnstitutions, Then comes the text— 
« Aud I saw the dead smail and great stand 
hefore God.” ‘I'his inctudes all who had no 
part in the first moral resurrection, who then 
lived upon the earth. ‘ And the books were 
opened, and another book was opened, which 
is the book of life.” By “the books” I un- 
derstand the commands and precepts of the 
Jaw,- by which all were condemned, inasmuch 
as it was a ministration of death. The book 
of life, is the gospel, by the power of which, 
many were quickened into life, and which 
shall be known and believed by all people.— 
*¢ And the dead were judged out of those 
thiags which were written in the books, ac- 
cordjng to their works-—and the sea gave up 
the dead which were iu it; and death and hell 
delivered up the dead which were in thei ; 
and they were judged every man, according 
to their works.” ‘ 

Here { remark ; Hell or Fades, is consider- 
ed the place to which all departed spirits go 
atdeath. Now, if we consider this passage 
lieral, it woukl! prove that some souls were 
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in the sea, and some in a literal place called 
death, and others in hell. This absurdity will 
never be admitted ; and hence it will be con- 
ceded, that adl these terms are figurative. 
Next, we learn, that ‘* Death and Hell were 
cast inito the Lake of fire:’ (verse 14.) Now, 
ask orthodoxy what we are to understand by 
the word hell, and she will gravely tell us, 
that it is a place of endless misery. Ask far- 
ther, what we are to understand by the Lake 
of fire and brimstone, and she will tell us— 
a place of endless misery! If all this be true, 
| would ask, what we are to undetstand by 
the expression, “‘ death and hell were cast into 
a Jake of fire?” Is one p'ace of endle-s mise- 
ry to be cast into another place of endless 
misery ? By the tertn death, [ here understand 
a moral death ; and by the term edd I under- 
stand a state of moral alienation. ‘ This is 
the second death.’’ This second death, as we 
perceive, is the death of ‘“ death and hell.’”’— 
Both are to be cast into a lake of fire and 
brimstone; which figuratively teaches the final 
destruction of the powers of darkness and 
the secret lurking-places of evil. 

Lastly. ‘ And whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was cast into the 
lake of fire.” This last clause of the chapter 
denotes the overthrow and just punishment of 
those who rejected Christ. In my opinion it 
aliudes to the punishments to be inflicted on 
the Jews for their apostacy and unbelief. But 
the language of this passage by no means 
justifies the conclusion that any are to be end- 
lessly miserable. The whole being figurative, 
cannot be supposed to teach any such thing, 
unless the genera: tenour of the’ bible plainly 
substantiates such an idea. To be cast into 
a lake of fire and brimstone would seem to be 
the means of procuring entire annihilation ; 
but it cannot signify the perpetuation of mise- 
ry. As well might we suppose that to poor 
out the wrath of an Infinite God, would tend 
to the preservation of a son!. The following 
inferences, then, may be drawn from our sub- 
ject, viz. 

i. ‘The judgement of the world commenced 
in the apostolick age. This has been showa 
from the plain testimony of our Saviour, in 
which that event was expressly confined to 
that generation ; or was to take place during 
the life time of some of his disciples. If John 
the Evangelist were the authour of the Reve- 
lation, and if the date of the book be justly 
fixed to the year of Christ 96, he had lived 
beyond tae time specified, and was a living 
witness of the truth of what our Lord decla- 
red on the subject. ‘Then was the judgement 
of the world—then the prince of this world 
was judged. This event touk place at the 
dowufail of the Jewish hierarchy,—this was 
the commencement of the day or period ol 
judgement, and it will continue till ail things 
are subdued to God. 
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2. There were various periods when man- 
kind were ulessed by signal displays of divine 
mercy, and when they were quickened into 


life by faith in the gospel. Ail these periods 
were so many resutrections from death unto 
life. If any farther proof is required of this 
fact, we have it in such passages as the fol- 
lowing. ‘* You hath he quickened who were 
dead in trespasses and sins:” Eph. ii 1.--- 
*¢ But God, who is rich in inerey, for his great 
Jove wherewith he loved us, even while we 
were DEAD IN SINS hath quickened us together 
with Christ (by grace are ye saved) and hath 
raised us up together and made us sit together 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:” verses 
4-6. “ He that believeth in Christ, thoug! 
he were dead yet shall he live.” * And who. 
soever liveth and believeth in him shall never 
die,” (morally.) ‘* Yea doubtless, I count all 
things but loss for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Christ Jesus my Lord; for whom | 
have suffered the loss of all things, that I may 
win Christ, and be found in him, not having 
mine own righteousness which is of the law, 
but that which is through faith of Christ, that 
I may know him and the power of his resur- 
rection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, 
being made conformable unto his death; if 
by any means I might attain unto the resur- 
rection of the dead:” Phil. iii, 8. Now all 
this goes to prove. that a moral resurrection 
was expected by the apostles, and Paul hoped 














to live until it should be brought about. In 


depd, so palpable was this fact, that certain | of the subject; and while 
fhed@ef old, who wituessed the turnings and | open to conviction, I w 


fire, prepared for the Adversary an 
saries !” 


Judgement began at the house of God, and 
soouer or later, al] nations, and kindreds, and 
tongues shall be brought before the white 
throne of ‘Truth. Already errour has com- 
menced its flight—already those who have 
prophecied in the name of Christ, are caliing 
to the rocks and mountains to fall upon and 
hide them! Afraid of truth they shun the 
light; and knowing that honest inquiry will 
endanger their craft, they seek to avoid’ inves- 
tigation. ‘The world has long wondered after 
the beast, and mankind have long sought to 
have his mark upon their foreheads; but the 


d his emis- 


-Augel of the better covenant bath descended 


irom heaven in the glory of his Father, in the 
spirit of truth, with a great chain to bind the 
wisdomwn of this world, aud the time we hun- 
bly trust, is at hand, when God shall ** make 
all things new ” 

Thas, kind hearers, I have laboured, in 
compliance with the requests of two respected 
individuals, to exhibit the doctrine of the text. 
If I have succeeded in removing from their 
minds any erroneous impressions, in regar:! 
to the character and desigus of our heavenly 
Father, I am thankful; if any one has been 
edilied or in any way instructed by the dis- 
cussion, let God have the glory. But if no 
one has derived any benefit from the investi- 
gation, I have to cousole myself with the 
belief, that 1 have given you my honest views 
[will keep my mir! 
ould exhort my hear- 


overturniugs of Almighty God, preparatory | ers not todiscard what has been said, until it 


to the establishing of the kingdom of heaven, 
or reign of Christ, honestly mistook those 
moral revolutions for the grand event predict- 
ed, and proclaimed that the resurrection had 
already passed, See ‘Tim, ii. 18: he Who con- 
cerning the truth have erred saying, that the | 
resurrection is passed already ; and overthrow 
the faith of some.” 


3..We'may infer from our general subject, 
that the * first resurrection” took place about 
the time when the holy spirit was shed abroad 
at the day of Peutecost. The ‘second resur- 
rection probably transpired about fifty years 
afterwards, ur at the clus:ng of the law dispen- 
sation. A third resurrection is now going on, 





and we live to see the sublime spectacle of 
the raising of dead souls to life, to joy, and 
to peace ! 
behold the riches of heaven’s grace; hundreds 
have heard the soothing voice of the Son of 
God and live again ; thousands have forsaken 
the traditions and commandments of men, 
and now stand before the judgement-seat of 
Christ—some listening to the soul-rejoicing 


One after another is brought to | 


| 
| 





plaudit, «well done, good and faithful ser- 


vant;” and others are doomed to hear the | tions before his successful atiacks. 


has been carefully compared with the testimo- 
ny of God.--Amen. 











ORIGINAL COMMUNICATION: | 
AN ESSAY, 
ON 'THE PROGRESS OF TROTH. 
No. IX. 

Science has shed her “ lucid rays” over ma- 
ny nations aod the most abject siaves of ignor- 
ance have caught a ylimpse—/aint indeed, 
but sufficiently powerful to make them dissat- 
isfied with their condition, andtoenable them 
to meditate some amelioration, ‘The inven- 
tion of the art of printing, has furnished the 
philanthropist with successful weapons, to 
combat the foes of the human race and vindi- 
cate the cause of wisdom and virtue, Armed 
by this invention, he has already shaken 
thrones, filled the hearts of tyrants with dis- 
may and the courts of despotism with con- 
stergation! The mighty fabrick of bigotry and 
superstition, which cost the labour.ot ages to 
erect and which were cemented by the blood 
of millions, already trembled to their founda. 
Several 





Sentence, ‘‘depart ye cursed into aiontan | nations have becn compelled to throw off the 
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burden of political servitude and others. bave 
Ween obliged to abate the rigour of their insti- 
tutions and the severity of their laws. 

The enlightened benefactors of mankind, a 
few years sinve in this country, lighted the 
beacon of universal emancipation Europe 
saw the illumination;—France assembled in 
its rays. increased its eflulgence.—Did she 
fall? She reflected splendour as she ‘kissed 
the dust.” From her temporary defeat we 
are enabled to learn the rules of our future ex- 
ertions te avoid the rock on which she split 
and the whirl-pool in which she was tost.— 
‘The march of liberty may be more slow here- 
after than was anticipated but what is Jost in 
severity will be gained in permanency. But 
France shall rise ‘The repdblican prinriples 
of her revolution, though now apparently 
dormaot shall yet spring up and yield a plen- 
fevus harvest. Her martyred patriots still 
live in her bleeding memory, and sooner shall 
the enemies of the human race arrest the sun 
in his progress or roll back the wheels of na- 
ture, than prevent the resuscitation of the 
cause for which they, bled and its complete 
triumph over the tyranical principles which 
have for a time obscured its glory ! 


The overgrown power of the Pope of 


Rome, has become little more than numinal 
The splendid dome of Popery, erected from 
the spoils of almost every heathen temple 
and ornamented with the paintings of almost 
every heathen artist, is nearly demolished — 
The ‘* bulls” of the vatican are now regard- 
ed as harmless things, and their thanderings 
cease to terrify mankind. The church which 
wag not improperly styled the * mother of har- 
lots” has begun her reformation and bids fair 
to outstrip her daughters in this laudable 
work. Calvinism bas had its diy There 
have been converts that could gravely declare, 
that man a heretick who did not believe 
“ God has not created all men to like estate 
but to some has fore-appointed life and io 
others death and as they were created to the 
ane or the other so they were elected to eter- 
nal life or reprobated to misery inconceivable, 
and themselves thus elected or reprohated 
were eternally and unchangeably designed and 
so definite that one cannot be added or di- 
miaished, and all this for the manifestation of 
his sovereign mercy and his vindictive justice. 
But where is the man that will now boldly 
advocate in all its native deformity, this con- 
summation of absurdity and cruelty, this fo- 
cus in which all the objectionable parts of the 
most objectionable theories ever dreamed of 
by man have concentrated their power 1 
We have Calvinists in name, but they are 
most of them ashamed of the peculiar tenets 
of the successful champions of malevolence, 
‘whose name they bear. Every sober minded 
maa among them is much more solicitous to 
conceal these doctrines or to give them a 











more inviting dress than he is to exhibit them 
as believed by our ancestors. Edwards and 
Hopkins, in our country, men possessing by 
no meats small abilities have endeavoured to 
reconcile the decretum horribile of Calvimsm 
with the aniversal benevolence of God, and 
notwithstanding they have concluded it is 
best Gpon the whole, to compel a part to weep 
eternally in bell that the righteous in heaven 
may have their bliss consummated, they have 
borne testimony strong as was in their pow- 
er to the fact that God is a being of universal 
benevolence—a truth when once admitted 
by the mind puts in the back ground all these 
imaginary fears and burning hells which Cal- 
vin placed in the frout 

The Charch of England. though originally 
Caivinistick or nearly so, now pays very little 
attention to the doctrine of election and rep- 
robation—except it be to discountenance it. 
She indeed retains her thirty-nine articles but 
they have not much control over the senti- 
ments of the clergy in general. 

The Methodists sprang up in the last centu- 
ry and alihoagh in point of doctrine they have 
done little more than to declaim against the 
horrid tenets of the: Reformer of Geneva* 
they have by their unwearied exertions done 
moch to benetit in many places the lower 
classes of mankind—these unfortunate per- 
sons whom the clergy of more popular church- 
es have generally treated with neglect. 

These are indeed trifling considerations 
when our minds take ip the vast family .of 
man, but as they show that the most eolight 
ened religious institutions are purifying them- 
selves, we catch the hope that they will scon 
be prepared to instruct the more ignorant and 
to shed the rays of truth upon the benighted 
parts of our earth. ‘They show, the spirit of 
investigation is abroad, and however powerful 
or obstinate the enemies it has to’ encounter, it 
will never returo till wreathea with laurels of 
victory. These apparently minute consequen- 
ces show us there is a redeeming pripciple in 
human society and however slow may be its 
operations it will finally produce a glorious 
renovation. 

The last century has done much, and should 
the same exertions be made and be attended 
by the same success for one hundred years to 
come the world will appear almost entirely 
different from what it was one hundred years 
back, ‘The work is begun, aad the first ob- 
stacles are surmounted. The path now be- 
fore usis plain, and as the wheel of improve- 
ment acquires celerity from its-own motion- 





*When I attribute the doctrine of election and rep- 
robation to John Calviu [ would not be understood as 
asserting that the sentiment originated with him, for 
I believe it was held by Luther in a light not less 
abhorrent ; but as we know the sentiment now only 
as a part of the antiquated system of the Geneva 
Retormer it may receive his name. 








th 





“a we 


= “oe 








the remaining part of the road will be run 
with more quickness, ease and safety thao 
that already traversed 

The labours of our predecessors though ap- 
parently feeble produce astonishing results 
and instead of wondering why we are no fur- 
ther advanced we should rather wonder whi 


we bh rogressed so far. A few centuries 
ck err was in darkness and ‘‘ gross 
datkness covered the people,” a senseless 
jargon disturbed the schovls,a philosophy 
was taoght which had little effect bot to ren- 
der more imperious the gloom of ignorance 
which brooded over the nations. War in tts 
grossest forms andin its most malignant as 
pect was multiplied to an extent which threat. 
eved the world with depopulation. ‘This 





‘* horrid monster” is now made to wear a mil- 


der garb, and much is done to render his 
march tolerable. That philosophy is discard- 
ed and a new one commenced which rests on 
experiment not conjecture for its authority. 
That jargon is no longer heard and our sem 
inaries have learned it is their province to 
teach their subjects things rather than words. 

Improvements in navigation have brought 
all nations within the vicinity of each other 

Jommerce has made us acquainted with all. 
The art of primting will convey to all, almost 
instantaneously the discoveries of each.-— 
Hence what we gain cannot be lost. Our dis- 
coveries and improvements are embodied in 
so many books and read in so many different 
languages that nothing less than a universal 
conflagration can destroy the whole. 

True many nations are yet ignorant, bar- 
barous and savage, and exhibit a faithful pic- 
ture of what all once were, but missionaries 
are flying with the wind to each; and 
though what they carry is of no great conse- 
quence they will open with them a communi- 
cation, make us acquainted with their lan- 
guage, manners and castoms and enable us 
to transfuse through their ignorant mass those 
truths which at once correct the head and 
amend the heart. It is thus, the arts of the 
enemy shall operate to his own ruin, and the 
efiurts made to extend the dominions of priest- 
craft be the means of its final overthrow.— 
One, however, would naturally suppose there 
was a shorter and more direct road torthe de- 
sired object, But all men are not philoso. 
phers, but few reflect setiously on the proprie- 
ty or.impropriety of the measares they adopt. 
The majority of mankind are borne along the 
tide of things as passion or belief gives the 
impulse, without attempting to correct their 
progress or even to inquire where they are 
likely toland. Men are governed more by their 
prejudices than by their reason and these are 
generally so obstinate that nothing short of 
Miscarriage can subdue their power. Expe- 
tience is surely a dear school but we have a 





great many who will learn in mo other way 
i 
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and sume oot even in this. Hence the march of” 
truth has sometimes been by a circuitous! 
route. The obstacles which impeded her 
footsteps were not always to be surmounted 
at once. Soe has many times apparently slack- 
eved her progress and permitted the fables of 
men to-pave for her a way to certain victory. 
Such is the Missionary scheme coatemplated 
either as to the motives of ifs founders or the 
measures adopted to carry it into execution, 
Contemptible indeed is the motive. It is no 
other than to spread these unintelligible doc- 
trines, sometimes strangely called the “ doc- 
trines of grace” among the Heathen---those 
doctrines which must excite the ridicele or 
disquiet of every oian’s mind that is freed 
from the leading strings of bis mother. Con- 
temptible and worse are the measures adopt- 
ed to prosecute this scheme. But [ will not 
mention them for may posterity never learn 
how grossly depraved were the most popular 
religiouists.of the 19th century, The selling 
of Joseph isto Egypt was not commendable 
in itself considered but the consequences 
were good, andthe same perhaps may here- 
after be said of the Missionary scheme. ‘The 
same perhaps too of the petty institutions of 


| sabbath schools. When the first lessons taught 


are veneration for the church which adopt 
them. ‘These and all similar measures will 
finally produce a reaction. Woe then to the 
pride of their abettors, for it shall receive 
a deadly wound ! 

Truth is the pebble in the lake and how- 
ever small at first are the circles, or however, 
slow they may succeed each other, they will 
continue till they have spread over the whole. 
surface. rath has already disclosed to the. 
once despised inhabitants of the southern half 
of our Continent the balm of personal liberty 
and national independence, she armed them 
against the tyrants that oppressed, she led 
them fo victory and though her triumph be 
not yet complete she will finally spread a 
richer wealth over the sand than the silver of 
Potosi or the gold of Mexico. could purchase. 
The wrongs of Montezuma s be avenged 
and science Huunsger all the territory be- 
held by the disgraceful conqueror of the In- 
ca of Peru. 

Greece shall emerge from the gloom of 
Turkish vassalage ; science and literatare 
revisit the land of Plato; liberty triamph 
vgaia on the plains of Marathon, and be main- 
tamed by the justice of Aristides. Nor here 
shall end the marchof Truth. India shall be- 
hold her effulgence—cast aside her idol gods 
—recoguize the original equality of the human 
family—treat them all as brethren, and wor. 
ship with gratitade the common Father of ail. 
The Minstrel of Zion shall retake his barp 
from the willow, and heavenly musick shall 
re-echo from the mountains of Jerusalem.— 
Naor ye sable sons of Africa shall truth forget 
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to light the darker features of your dvom,— Now, as you are a prolessed public teacher, 
Distant, yes, ye degraded men, distant is the it is no more than ought to be expected, that 


day, but come it shall, to restore to you the’ you teach aod instruct. 


You profess to be 


tights to which nature and nature’s God enti-; quite a Greek scholar. If this is the case, 
te you, and give your long abused country its "you know also, that the commonly received 


place among the nations of the earth. Ye 
wanderer’s of Arabia's desert, and ye tribes 
that roam the forest, a glorious sun shall shed 
his enlightening beams upvo your desvlations. 
Showers shall disil their gemal influence upon 


your land, and the desert shall be glad with | 


ihe rest, and the wilderness and the solitary 
place rejoice and blossom a: the rose 


\world—he bears on bis wings the lung wished 
for relief, and fast as the wheel of improve- 
ment can move, it shall be borne to you. 

Such are the suggestions of hope—such 
ure the conclusions Warranted by a review of 
the past and the contemplation vf the present. 
Philanthropists, awake! your exertions shall 
be crowned with success Regard not the 
proscriptions of the ignurant aud the design- 
weg. Disapprohation from those who are inca- 
pable of perceiving the value of your labours, 
and from those who have no desire to witness 
the renovation you wish to produce, you musi 
expect, but be sot discouraged. Posterity 
will. reap the fruit of yuar toil, and the un- 
bounded felicity which you may transtnit to 
tuture generatious will fully compensate you 
fur, any sacrifices you may be compelled to 
make. Let yonr voices be beard! Ye friends 
of Truth, of Science. of Liberty, and Religion 
in its purity, break your long silence, let the 
echo of your voices ring back from every 
qnarter—man sball be free! Tyrrany, whe- 
iver civil or ecclesiastical, shall be annihilated 
—wars shall cease—contentions end. Peace 
und unbroken harmony shall reign wherever 
the voice of man is heard, or wherever the 
sun emits his gulden beams. 

QO. A. Browsoy. 





FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
To the Rev. Limothy Stow, Elbridge, N. Y. 

Sin: —Pardouthe libenty for thas addressing 
you in this pablick mac@@r My object is to 
call your attention to a few things discoyerable 
in your clerical capacity, which | deem neota- 
ble, if not reprehensible. In the first place, 
suffer me to call your attention to your last 
Sabbath's afternoon discourse. Your text you 
selected from the words of the Saviour, re- 
vorded in Si. Matthew's Gospel, chap. xvi. 
26: “For what is a man profited, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 
or what shail a man give in exchange for his 
sont?” 

Yoa undoubtedly are well acquainted with 
the fact, that, by the terms, “lose his own 
sow,’ the commonly seceived notion is, its 
. sufvring eternal misery in the fatnre world 
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The | 
Genius of Emancipation is hurryiag over the | 


honesty. 
i ’ 


‘notion of your text, is not correct. I do not 
| say what ioterpretation you might give it ; but 
‘I ask, what is its obvious, literal ning ? 
| When you lecture on baptigm, yon iii: fail 
_to make your hearers acquainted e 
Greek text and its reudering. You very well 


know, that you have the same authority for » 


saying of the words of the Savivur in the verse 
which precedes your text, where he says— 
| * For whosoever will save his life, shall louse 
it’’—that he meant to inform his disciples, that 
if a person sought to save his soul, he would 
lose it, i. e, it would be eternally miserable in 
a future mode of existence : That when the 
Saviour said, ‘* And whosoever will lose his 
life, for my sake, shall find it,” he meant this, 
“whosoever will louse his soul for my sake, 
shall find it,” i- e. it will be eternally saved 
and blessed in the future world. You have the 
same authority for teaching and instructing 
your hearers this doctrine, that if mankind 
sought the salvation of their souls, and attend- 
ed to all the instructions of good and pious 
people; if they besought the Lord that he 
would subdue and cleanse their wicked hearts 
and make them boly and happy; and finally, 
if they used every means in their power to 
secure the salvation of their souls, they were 
sure to loose them: that is, they would be fur- 
ever iniserable in the coming world. { say, 
you have the same authority for inculcating 
this sentiment from the verse which precedes 
yourtext, that you have for inculeating from 
| your text the doctrine which you bave advat- 
| ced. ‘ 
| You well knew that the word translated sou? 
in your text, was the same that was rendered 
| fe in the verse which preceded it. Your 
| hearers generally were M&norant of this fact ; 
and you being a Greek scholar, and having 
selected this passage as the foundation of your 
discourse, they might naturally Lave expected 
at least the sunple and obvious meaning of the 
passage. Had you simply iformed them that 
the passage might have been translated thus : 
What isa man profited if he shall gain the 
whole World, and louse bis own ‘life, or wit 
shull a man give in exchange for his lie; then 
the hearers would have had hn opportunity ot 
forming their own judgemeot as to the meaning 
of the Saviour, But when you omit this im- 
portant truth, and substitute the notion that 
ihe Saviour meant to inform bis discipics that 
though they gained the whole world, it would 
profit them nothing, if their souls were to 
suffer in a futare state of never ending misery ; 
i think it is doing violence tu the text, to the 
obligation of a teacher, as well as to morul 
The term soul in the text you repre 
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of man that would exisi as 


cn et am 


sented as that part 


r, Jong as the divine Being. {expected tbat you | 
ut would at least made one remark by way of 
e reconciling its endless existence with the term | 
b lose; but it seems you thought that the | 
d phrase, “lose his owa soul,” was so well un- | 
t derstood by the hearers to imply its encless 
it ruin in a future state of existence, as tu need j 
7 <7 no explanation. You said mach abvut the | 
il value, the: preciousness of the soul; that * no- 
u thing coald be brought in competition wiih | 
i the salvation of the soul.” But to whom is it | 
Bt precious and valuable? Is it precious to that | 
d Being who says, “all souls are mine?” Who | 
. says, “the redemption of the soul is pre- 
3 cious?” Is the soul, which you term “ the 
t mind, the sensitive mind,” precious in the 
| sight of Him who says, “ For I will not con- 

\ tend forever; ocither will [ be always wroth ; | 
for the spirit should fail before me, and the 
souls which I have made.” 


Do you represent the soul of man as pre- 
cions in God’s sight, when you maintain that 
“He will wreak his holy indignation on the 
mind « the sensitive mind,” through the wasie- 
less ages of eternity ? “ Highly indeed must 
God value the souls which he calls his own, 
to sport with them in this inanner, or, 10 stand | 
as an unconcerned spectator, and suffer that 
which is precious and valaable in his sight to 
ron to ruin and be eternally Jost.” Oh what 
a reflection on the Deity! Yes a reflection, 
blacker than midnight darkness, on a Being | 
of spotless parity ! 

But let us lay aside your “ far fetched” in- 
terpretation, aud substitate the plain, liberal, 
obyiogs meaning of the passage, ‘ What is a 
inab protiied, if he gain the whole world and | 
lose his vwn soul, or what shall a man give in 
erchange for his soul.” That the text ought | 
lo read, “ What is a man profited if he gain 
the whole world, and lose his life, or what shall | 
aman give in exchange for hus life” 1s sup- | 
ported by the best authorities, such as Doct. 
Doddridge, Bishop Newcomb, Doct. Priestly, | 
Doct. Ciark, and many others. Doct. New- 
comb renders the passage thus, For what 
Willa man be profited, though he gain the 
whole world, if he lose his hfe, and what can 
aman propuse as the redemption of his life.” 
Doct. Clark in a note, expresses much sur- 

- prise that the translators should have reader- 
ed the word sou’, and considers they did it 
without aathority He gives it as his opinion 
that the word ought to have heen translated 
life, and that the simple meaning of the pas- 
Sage is this, What would it profii a man to 
‘gain all the riches and pouours of this world, 
Wien as soon as he has obtained them, he 
should die and leave them. And it may be 
asked, let a tnan be possessed of all the riches 
aud honours of this world, and he is laid en 
‘the bed of death; what will be give, or rather 
hat will he not give to eave life ? 
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| compion interpretation, just because the (rans- 
| dered the same word soul, 


| the translators have in other places, aud you 


| hell, as the translators have done in other 
| places, and you were preaching from these 


. ending wo, 


| which you seem tv be possessed. 


i cause the preacher was an Uviversulist; or 


' principle of charity towards that ciass of peo- 


jadice coull dictate yoo to abseat 
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would be not give that his life might be pro- 
longed.” Rel. Ing. vol. 2. p. 145. That this 


is the troe Meaning is evident from the map: 
ner ip which it is introduced, please to observe 
for yourself. Now if you are aGreek scholar, 
and an honest one, yuu will not insist on the 


lators have altered a werd, which they have 
rendered life in one verse, and in (be next ren- 


Suppose the word translated “ Gods,” in 
Acts xvii, 18, had been rendered devils; as 


were discoursing from that text, would you 
maintain that Paul had been setting forth de- 
vils to the Athenians, when he preached to 
them Jesus and the resurrection ? I think not. 
Suppose the word translated Grave in Hosea 
xiii, 14; and 1 Cor xv. 55, had been rendered 


texts. ‘“f will ransom them from the power 
of hell.” “ O hell, 1 will be thy destruction.” 
“O hell, where is thy victory!’ Would you 
then maintain that your endless hell would be 
robbed of its prey 1—that hell itsclf would be 
destroyed? By no means; For this would 
wholly defeat your uomerciful plan of never- 


The next thing noticeabic in vour clerical 
carcer is the superabounding charity with 
I allude to 
a funeral occasion recently attended in this 
place, which you not enly cuntemved but treai- 
ed with other neglect ; and for this reason be- 


because of prejudice which so powerfully 
rankled in your bosom, as to exclude every 


le. 

As the funeral was attended in the meeting 
house, in which you officiate as preacher, aud 
pearly contiguous to your study room, it was 
not to be expected that you would absent 
yourself from the meeting at least, you: was 
therefore politely invited by the preacher, to 
take a part with bim inthe patpit, But what 
was the resuli: you u‘terly refased to take any 
part in the services, or even io attend ihe 
meeting, alledging as the reason. ** Our senii- 
ments are so widely different.” O what a 
reason! A reason as readily comprebended as 
it would have been had you have said, “ Stand 
by thyself cume not near me for Iam ho- 
her thao thou.” O charity, heaven born ghati- 
ty, thou art excluded. Jf ever thou had'st a 
residence in my embrace, thoa art now ex- 
cluded. For prejudice and bigotry these ad- 
versaries, have rubbed thee of ihy resiing 
place Rev. Sir, are these remarks, unchari- 
table 7 Are they not tree? For whatgbut pre- 
ourself 
irom a fureralso Lear, and so convenient to 
17 Yui mt vould 
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advance any thio, that you did not believe. 
What else then could it be ? But farther :— 


’T was not enough for yon to absent yourself 


from the funeral; but ow the evening of the 
next day, you must send forth your invectives 
on all those who observed this solemn obliga- 
tion Had a stranger attended your lecture, 
‘on that evening he would have thought from 
your representation, that your hearers had 
heen guilty of an outrageous act. “ 1 would 
not, said you, set at the funeral of the best 
friend I have on earth, if such a man were to 
preach!” How strange! bow onlike the spirit 
of Jesus. If you speak truth, when you thus 
speak, though it be “ with the tongues of men, 
aod of angels,” you only inform your hearers 
that you are “ but sounding brass, and a tink- 
ling cymbal,” if we may believe the Apostle in 
the thirteenth chapter of first Corinthians. 

It seemed that you was so fearful that your 
hearers would believe that such a chiid as the 
deceased, and such little children as Christ 
took in his arms and blessed, were not ‘ totally 
depraved,” that you felt it your duty on the 
evening of the next day to give them a lecture 
on the subject. You therefore selected for 
your text the same words. that wore employed 
on the funeral occasion, “ Verily [ say unto 
you, except ye be converted, and become as 
Jittle children, ye shall not enter into the king 
dom of heaven,” for the purpose of contradict- 
ing what had there been advanced, by inform- 
meg your hearers that little children were “ to” 
aully depraved,” that “ they were sinful,” 
that “they deserve puoishment,” and that 
“* they deserve eternal punishment.” Your 
-statement that infants deserve eternal punish- 
-ment: but that yuu believe a great number of 
tpem will be sanctified and saved notwith- 
standing, leads us to infer that you believe 
some will not be sanctified and saved, bat will 
suffer that which they deserve. viz: “ eternal 
punishment.” ‘This seems to be what you 
would insinoate, though you are aware, that 


preaching such an absurd incredible doctrine, | 
| trine, that God bath undertaken a work which 


plainly, would naturally disgust your hearers 
though the Saviour had never taken them in 
his arms and blessed them; though he had 
never said of them “ of such is the kingdom 
of God.” 

Let us now attend to your subterfuge for not 
attending the funeral.“ Our sentiments are 
so widely different’ Suppose for instance that 
a funeral were 10 be attended, and the Bap- 
tist Elder in this place should officiate as 
preacher, would you refuse to attend becanse 
your sentiments are “so widely different ” if 
you had po other excuse? I think not. But 
your sentiments are widely different. He 
maintaing that children, or infants, are not pro 
per subjécts for baptism. You maintain that 
they a. What a difference in your senti- 
ments. Fle maintains that females have a 
aight, nay "tis their duty to exhort, and:con- 








ee, at 


verse in religious conferences, in meetings 
where both males and females are assembled 
for religious worship. Bunt you on the other 
hand maiotain that they have no such right, 


that it is a shame for a woman to speak in such’ 


meetings, in the presence of men. Now what 


a difference in your sentiments; and would 


you absent yourself from the funeral if he 
were to preach the sermon on that account @ 
I think not. "Tis not the wide difference then 
but the want of that principle which is greater 
thao all others, which caused you to absent 
yourself from such a solemn and interesting 
occasion forthe want of tliat principle, with- 
out which, you are “ nothing,” though yon 
have “ the gift of prophecy, and anderstand 
all mysteries, and all knowledge ; and though 


you have all faith so that you could remove’ 


mountains.” “Tis true, you have since preach- 
ed from these words, from the entire chapter, 
and maintained with the Apostie the necessity 
of possessing this heavenly principle charity. 
But it came iily timed seeing you had but one 
week previuns so wantonly violated it yourself, 

But let us now briefly examine this wide 
difference of sentiments which causes you to 
exclude the exercise of charity. "Tis true the 
sentiments which he maintains, which is the 
universal benevolence of the Deity, and the 
sentiments which you inculcate, are widely 
different. Bot which of the two are the most 
worthy of a God; which sets his character io 
the most amiable light. He maintains, to be 
brief, that Jesus hath by the grace of God, 
tasted death for every man, to reconcile them 
to God; so also, He, Christ. “ shall see the 
travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied, You 
maintain also the universality of his atone- 
ment, but deny that he shail see of the travail 
of his soul and be satisfied. Now the differ- 
ence is this: He maintains that God hath un- 
dertaken a work which he will accomplish. 
You maintain that God hath undertaken a 
work which he will never accomplish. Per- 
haps you will deny that you maintain this doc” 


he will never accomplish. But it is in vainto 
talk of Christ's seeing of the travail of his soul 
and being satisfied with the deliverance of 
only a part of those for whom his soul was in 
travail. Now would you thus reason concern- 
ing the travail of the female community, in 
the deliverance of their nataral generation, or 
offspring. « A word to the wise is eufficient.” 
Which then of the two sentiments, best com- 
ports with the perfections of the Deity But 
perhaps you will say that Christ did not taste 
death for every man, for the purpose of re- 
conciling them all toGod. That his soul ne- 
ver was io travail for the deliverance of every 
man from sin and misery. But that * God out 
of his mere good pleasnre, from all eternity 
elected some to everlasting life,” and “was 
pleased to pass by the rest and ordain then! 
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to wrath for the praise of his vindictive jus- 
tice.” It this is the-notion you entertain, with 
regard to the government of God, in what 
better light does this set forth his character. 
Could he have had any good design towards 
those whom he has “ ordained to wrath for 
the praise of his vindictive justice 7” So far 
from its being a good design to them, was it 
pot to them an infinite evil design? And be- 
cause a preacher cannot ascribe such a char- 
acter to the Supreme Ruler of the oniverse, 
u treat him with utter contempt. Because 
be cannot believe and vindicate your partial 
scheme ; a scheme which represents the Dei- 
ty as designing an infinite evil towards millions 
of his own offspring, the workmanship of his 
own bands: But on the contrary maintains 
that, God designs the best good of all his in- 
telligent creatures, Hence, you inform your 
hearers that yoa “ would not set at the fune- 
fal of the best friend you have on earth, if 
such a man were to preach.” Oh what a spi- 
sit! Look at it! Pause one moment, dear sir, 
and think of these things again. Is sucha 
spirit from above? Did Jesus ever manifest 
such a spirit? Oh. no! Quite the reverse. 
You further inform your hearers after 
“ preaching up” your orthodox (alias Calvinis- 
tick) doctrine, “ If there come any unto you 
and bring not this, Calvinistick, doctrine, re- 
ceive him not into your touse, neither bid him 
God speed; For he that biddeth him God 
Speed, is partaker of his evil deeds.” This 
language which the Apostle Jon applies to 
deceivers, you also apply to the preacher of 
the funeral sermou,as a deceiver This you 
probably thought was te your purpose. But 
suppose a Jew were to come amongst os, and 
preach the doctrine that Jesus Christ is not 
come in the flesh; and then make use of the 
Apostie’s words as you have saying * If there 
come any unto you and bring not this docirine, 
viz. Jewisis doctrine, rece've bun vot ilo your 


house, neither bid hin God speed ; for he that | 


biddeth him God speed ts partaker of his evil 
deeds.” Would not the passage have been 
as much to his purpose as it was to yours? 
Certainly, just as much, provid:ng be suits as 
you did the verse which implicates characters 
as deccivers. 

The deceivers, mentioned by this Apostle, 


_Were those who denied that Jesus Christ is | 
come in the flesh. Do Universalists deny thac 


Jesus Christ is come in the flesh? Certainly 
not. 


flesh, viz. the destruction of the works of the 
devil? No. But who does ? ‘I'his same Apos- 


tle tells as that “ For this purpo-e the law of | 


God was manifested that he might destroy the 
works of the devil.” Now do you not by your 
doctrine, deny this fact, by maintaming that 
his works, sin, misery and death will eternally 
reign ? 





But he who does not deny the efficiency of 
the atonement, of Christ’s mission, of the very 
purpose for which be was manifest. He who 
does not deny the record of eternal life. which 
is in God's love four all those for whom he tasted 
death. He who does not preach aod maintain 
a dental of this fact you would not set un- 
der his preaching, though “atthe funeral of 
the best friend you have on earth.” Dear sir, 
{ would be mild, but for the necessity of the 
case ‘This ts my only plea. I would regard 
the injanction, Ist. Tim. v. Ist But then [ 
would not disregard Mat xxii. 8 What [ 
have written [ submit for your candid consid- 

eration. If any expressions in this epistle you 
deem too harsh, and inconsiderate, please par- 
don them, for they were not intended. 

If thus pablickly exposing the course you 
have pursued be repugnant to your feelings, 
you will beat in mind that you first set the 
|example. If you believe also the * Westmin- 
ster Catechism,” which you recommend tor 
the instraction of youth; that God * governs 
ail his creatures, and alj their actions, foreor- 
dains ali things whatsoever comes to pass,” 
| believe also that he foreordaius that your 
(not to say folly) impropriety, be exposed. 
With feelings of respect, and devoid of the 
least animosity to your honour, I subscribe 
myself your well wisher, A. C. 

Elbridge, January 20th, 1828. 


For tur GosPers, Apvocatr, 
REVIEW OF “A CANDID INQUIRY,” 
Mr. Editor— 

In the first number, current volume, of the Advo- 
cate, | noticed an article taken from the Universalist 
Viagazine, headed “4 Cundid Inquiry,” in which it 
is asked, * Is there any difference, as to the certainty of 
events, between allowing, that the divine Being knew 
irom eternity, every ove that bas or will take place, 
aad the opinion, that He has adselutely foreordained 
whatsoever comes tu pass?” 

This is a question which has frequently been dis- 
cussed in art, though never tom) knowledge, pre- 
senied and auswered in precisely the same manner 
before. It is stated with candour, aud examined and 
| answered with a becoming boldness and independence 
of mind, such as should ever accompany an honest 
couviction of the truth; for this 1s often the only 
means by which we cau be corrected when in errour. 

1 will not pretend to say, that “there is amy differ- 
ence, as tothe certainty of events, between allowing 
| that the divine Being knew from eternity, every one 
| that has or will take place, and the opinion, that He 
| has absolutely foreordaincd whatsoever comes to 
| puss.” But I think there is a difference between 
| knowing an event, and making that event a part of a 





Do they deny the accomplishment of | design or determinction ; und in giving my own opin- 
that purpose jor which be was manifest in the , 


ion on this subject, that there is really a difference, I 
shall endeavour to be guided by the same candour 
that “ H. B.” was, in attempting tu show that there 
; Is none. 

The writer says, “In order to succeed in this at- 
| tempt, (to understand the proper solution of the 
| question, ) it is necessary, in the first place, to be satis- 
| fied that all events, including all the actigns of moral 
beings, were always knows, fixed and ordained in the 
| divine mind, for the ultimute good of all be 
| However fair it may be to conclude. that “o 


Cren- 
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tor knew and determined from ail eternity, that all 


the sin and all the condemnation whieh would ever 
take place,” should be over-rujed by bis wise, laws, 


t 


so as, in the end, not to mar “the best good of all who 
should be partakers of them,” [ cannot find it in my 


_ heart to * allow, that al! sin was both foreknown and 
determined” also. Nor is it believed, that this conclu- 
sion uecessarily follows. 
can confi lently say, that it does not. 

The object of this inquiry is to ascertain if there he 
a difference between forecknowing and delermining 
events. Butin doing this, | wouid not limit the Holy 
One of Isvael, its any of his pertections, nor impeach 
the motives of any one who considers sin the effcet of 
absolute de-izn in the Deity. 

1. There are many things, which, from the uniform 
manner in which they take place, and the similarity, 
if not the sameness of their effects, are knewn to us 


as well as any event can be known, betore they occur, | 


The fullowing instaaces will uot all of them be found 
defective: A gentleman erec!s a house or other build- 
ing for his convenience; and, from the perishable 
nature of the materials aud of ali human works, he 
knows it will need corrections or repairs, and finally 
decay. About this, according to the laws of nature, 
he cannot be mistaken; but this is no part of his de- 
sign, as it would be absurd tu suppose, tuat be purpu- 
sed his work showid decay and need repairs. This 
will apply to every other similar case; ail earthly 
objects must change and turn to dust. Our apparel, 
our libraries and the knowledge derived fiom them, 
our equipage together with all sublunary convenien- 
ces, are designed for ornament, use, &c. but with a 
knowledge, that “they must vanish away.” All offices 
of trust, honeur, or profit, must cease or be tratusfer- 
red, which is known to every aspirant while he is 
seeking for*them wth a design to better his condition. 
Amputating a limb is known to cause much pain, but 


the design is to restore health and soundness, or to | 


preserve life. Medicines given the sick, with a view 
to recover their health, are known to cause much 
sickness and often distress. Parents absolutely know 


that their children will die; but this makes no part of ; 


the:r design or determination, in the part Urey take in 
raising and educating them. Parents, guardians, aud 
others, often resort to scyere discipline with the bene- 
volent determination to rake their subjecis.obedient 
and happy; but with a knowledge, that the means will 
necessarily produce paia, Here area few of the ma- 
ny instances wherein the subjects of knowledge and 
determination are kept distinct, as it respects our- 
selves; and it is undeniable, that the above cases are 
, as absolutely known to us, as that the laws of nature 
will not change throughout. 

2. In appiying the above reasoning, [ wonld avoid 
representing the divine Beiug “altogether such an 
one” as ourselves, or in any respects which would be 
degrading to his character. Nor is it to be supposed, 
that it will apply with eqral force te the Deity that 
it willtoman. But I think it will, so far as to justify 
the ground | have assumed. 

1. The scriptures are recoived as a revelation of 
the will, purpose, and attributes of God, so far as it is 
necessary fur man to kaow them in this life. The 
moral and religious code of the Jews, and the scrip- 
iures of the ‘New Testamesi are what Christians- 
have always adopted as sullicient evidence to settle all 
questions of divinily. The duties of Christians are 
therein pointed out to the understanding of the mean- 
est capacity. ‘the vices and follies of mankind are 
exposed—nations and individuals are reproved for 
their wickedness af their idolatrv—sins_ were forbid- 
den and discouraged, in the most unambiguous man- 
nersfrom the first occasion, of which we have any 
account, Ly alf the inspired servants of Ged. to the 
close of the Apostolick age, without the least intima- 
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tion, that | have ever discovered in their writings, that 
they meant to be understood it was a matter of indii- 
ference whether we comptied with the directions or 
not. 

2. On the contrary, virtue is uniformly urged and 
recommended as a means of happiness, in a plain and 
simple style. No where, of which I have any reco!- 
lection, are we taught in the scriptures, by any divine 
teacher, that God foreorlained the sins of man to His 
own glory and the ereature’s best good. 

3. Hence the will of our heaveuly Father is, not 
only, that we should “ cease to do evil,” but alse, that 
weshouid “learn to do well;” and this for our bene- 
fit and to the glory of bis grace and goodness. Now, 
if this be the acknowledged will or mind of God { who 
is of one mind) and, that this is as it should be. will it 
be said, that his purpose and decree are absolutely op- 
posed to his will? and if so, of what advantage are 
| the seriptures to us, or in what part of the bible is 


| this revealed? — 

4. Butif the purpose and decree of God are oppo- 
se | to his will, the Calvinisis are correct, at least, in 
saying that the Deity basa secret will, for ibis is cer- 

' tainly not revealed, whether such will resyects the 
aflairs of men in time or in eternity; and farther, 
where is onr safety in Crawing avy conclusion? If 
the reverse of what in seripture is said to be the di- 
vine will, be equally agreeable, and not only so, but 
determined, what js said to be his purpose, may be no 
more his purpose, than the opposite; and so of his 
decree, pleasure and counsel. 

5. | would farther suggest whether the doctrine | 
am reviewing does net impute duplicity or double- 

: mindedness to the Judge of ali the carth? J think the 

reply is obvious; and if a double-minded man be 
unstuble in all his ways, what is the difference here ? 

The foregoing remarks are forthe purpose of pre- 
paring the mind for a conciusion, on which it is be- 
lieved not a little depends. It does seem to ine, that 
this subject involves the destiny of at least « portion 
of the scripiures! and requires therefore our serious 
attention. 

As, then, with man subjects of knowledge and de- 
| sign are not confounded in the instances above named, 

so I think I may presume to say is the fact with 
respect to Deity. From the nature ef the materials 

| of which, in the all-comprehensive plan of Infinite 
Wisdom, it was proper to form man, meking him 
instrumental in transmitting existence to his species, 
and thereby making him beth a thriving and perisha- 
ble being, the Aimighty knew perfectly the creature 
wouldsin. But he certainly had a higher and more 
glorious design in view. For though the nature was 
made subject to vanity, the divine determination is, 
that the creation shall be delivered from this bondage 
of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children 
of God. I take this ground, not only because | think 
the opposite is unworthy of God, and bears hard 
against the consistency of the divine injunctions, but 
because the conclusion, fo me, appears easy and natu- 
ral. Admitting, then, that God foreknew all events, 
it does not foilow, that he determined them all. 

3. It will likely be objected by some, that it was in 
the power of Ged to have prevented sin if it had 
been wrong, which is not the case with man, in re- 
gard to the subjects foreknown by him, but net 
| designed. J have admitted, that the cases are not 
periectly parallel; but to this it may be replied, that, 
though the objection be truly embarrassing, [ think it 
is not more so than the difficulties attending the des - 
trine under review, nor Jo | believe it is so much.— 
take the (plowing illustration: A husbandman tills a 
certain piece of ground, with a design of increasing 
his store; and is well convinced, that plowing the 
ground wail start the growth of noxious weeds, which 
is known to every farmer frequently to happen, which 
will impede the growth of ceriain kinds of grain. He 





, 












oe 


is ee oe oe S&S 








design, and thipk the differeuce is manifest 


_ing stages and lines of canal boats. 


GC ISPEL 


bites en ne ee eee 


commits to this soil a peculiar sort of seed, which his 
wisdom and experience teach him, will not, from its 
nature, be overcome by weeds, but in the end yield 
him a crop. All soils will produce weeds, and all 
mén ure sinners : So the A!l-wise implanted in man a 
seed which he determined should spring up in immor- 
tality, with a perfect knowledge that man would sin. 
But as the growth of weeds made no part of the 
design of the husbandman, but was merely known to 
him from the nature of the case; sv the coimniission 
of crime made no part of the d termination of Deity, 
thonzh he knew the creature would sin. But as the 
husbandman is not disappointed, nor deprived of his 
hopesvor his crop: su the Deity is net disappointed 
jun the conduct of maa, wor frustrated in the result of 
his determinations. 

To these romarks it may, 
I think, that, to say the Deity could have prevente: 
iv if it had been wrong, is no more than saying he 
could have done otherwise, than to have made mana 
mortal beinz, subject to the various changes and tufir- 
mities of haman naiure, notwithstauding he made 
him as he is. But his sinfeluess mav rather be regard- 
ed asa defect of a nature necessarily made as it is to 
accomplish the divine purposes, than the fruit of an 
absolute determination in Gol 

{t may be objected farihe, , that inf ite wisdom 


with reverence, be added 
1 














wouid not permit any thing without design; bat this 
is taking for granted what « t to te proved. It is 
also assuming as true, thet “ (sod foreordained what- 
soever comes to pass.” I[ readily grant, that there 
are objections which | could answer with more ense 
than the one liere preferred, Lut only let the difii- 
culties unavo! lably attending the scheme T am rev iew- 
ing, be candidly considered, and this objection will 
lose half its force. Besides, in one sense of the objec- 
tion, it has no force aga'nst the views i have advanced 
For it is admitted, that the Deity has a design 

regard to the sins of men, w : o to over-rt 





the effect of every vice.” a: 
vicious. Brt wonld u 
ation, the 


them as to “ disappoint 
well as the intentions of the 
not be unaccon! how, by a predeferm 
evil intentions of mev shonld be sibly fixed, 
and afterwards pushed with mental s thouzl 
the mind is convinced, tat God decreed all the s:ns 
of men? Wiil it be said. that God decreed the con- 
demnation of the sinner as well his sine? How 
many decrees would it take to produce condemmation 
iv one for having dune what was eternally dec, ced to 
be right ? 

T have attempted to show a difference between 
knowing an event, and making such event a part of a 
; and if 
the distinction be just, it may not be arrogance to 
say that it applies, though not with equal force, to all 
beings capable of foreknowledge and hc R. 
Sonar re 
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IMPARTIAL INVESTIGATOR. 


The truth, the w wen ean adk end nothing bit the truth. 
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NEW ‘LINE OF STAGES. 

We are glad to hear from every quarier, that the 
project of starting an orthoUox line of stages and canal 
boats, meets with the decided disapprobation of the 
reflecting part of community. 
ered as an evidence of the desperate situation of ortho- 
doxy; and whoever has observed the * signs of the 
times” will be at no loss to determiné what would be 
the result should the experiment be successful. After 
what has been done by the clericals of the day, we 
need not be surprized if the f. "> of 
“charitable societies,” should be loaned for establish- 


The attempt is consid- 


Nor need we 


ADVOC ATE ie 


some or all of the | 


95 





wonder’ even should oe, powder, nil ball, be 
procured to do by force what they will fail in effect- 
fecting by persuasion, 

It is thought to be unbecoming always to dwell up- 
on the dark side of the picture; but as impartial in- 
vestigators of ecclesiastical measures, it is deemed 
duty to warn our readers of any and every thing of 
this sort that may endanger the publick good. All 
experience shows that priests have thirsted for power, 
and having gained knowledze from the past, it be- 
comes the friends of liberiy to frown upon any mea- 
encourage that class of commuaity 
in their unholy We repeat, therefore, 
let the peopLe do their duty, and all will be well— 
let clericul stage proprielors aud theological runaers 
be taught, and effectually taught that they should use 
no other arms than those persuasion furnishes, and 


sures calculated to 








undertakings. 





that their proper place is in. the pulpit. 








Ss os SPEL, ADVIOAT=. 


TEND FOR THE 


MICSNTING HOUSE. 
pasure that we announce the fa- 


e AITH. = 


It is with much p! 
vonrable result of t! 


5th, 


e mec 


held in this village on 
res for erecting a meeting house 
rsalist 


the to taxe mes 








} this place for the accommodation of the Univ 


Society. The meeting was large and highly respecta- 
ble. Unity and barmovy prevailed im all its delibera- 
tious; and but one sentiment was expressed—To BUILD 


a rousk, Godwillinz. Several 


plans were submit- 


ted, but the one most approved, was,to build of bric!x, 





ifice to be fifty by seventy 


fect, on the ground, with a steeple ofguitable propor- 
tion and altitude. Our fr 
inc manifest position not only te say but to de. 


re sum ol 


nds who attended the meet- 


eu a ais 


two t! and, and séme hundreds, do}- 





lars was subscribed on the spot. andseveral bandred 


have since been edded. The whole expense of the 


has be 


ou estimated at six thousand 


s that the amount 


building and site 


doilars, and we eitertaiu strong hoy pes 
will be rarsed without any dufeulty, 
In making known the foregoing facts, we fee! it to 
bea duty to say, that the brethren iu this place eonfi- 
dently auticipate help from our friends m this vicinity. 
we conclude, a man or woman of liberal 
rele of twenty miles, but will 
iy interest in the erection of a 


There is not, 





principles within a ci 
feel a deep and ly 
house of worship in this place. Auburn, it will be 
recollected, 1s the seat of modern orthodoxy in this 
then, that the bavwner of Trot 
Aside, therefore, from any sec- 
tional considerations, there are inducenients for every 


state—'t is here, 


should be unfurled. 
emancipated soul to give something to aid in this uv- 
dertaking. 

But our frien’s in the immediate vicinity of this 
village will not need to be apprized that there are 
many inducements for them to give—and to give 
liberally for this purpose. Should circumstances war- 
rant, convenient sheds will be erected for the accom- 
imodation of those who reside out of the village, and 


particular pains will be taken to acconmmoclate ail sucit 





ts 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 











as may find it convenient to attend our meetings. We 

hope and believe, that nothing like illiberality will 

retard the progress of the unfertaking. May the 
Lord prosper it—and let the motto be—onwarp. 

Sas 

§> Those gentlemen who acted as agents for the 

: Gospel Advocate, &c. ‘ast year, are respectfully re- 

quested in all cases tu continue to act in that capacity 

unless specially notified to do otherwise. All agents in 


¢ 


the western slates are requested to receive and forward | 


by mail all monies due for the paper as soon as’con- 
venient, and also, to forward the names of new subscri- 
bers if any are or may be obtained. 

> Our patrons in Louisville, Ky. are respectfully 
informed that they can pay for either this or the pre- 
vious volume to Mr. E. Lory, or if not convenient for 
him to act as Agent, to any other responsible person 
they may see fit to appoint. 








Woetick Deyartrrent. 


Although we may be accused of trifliug with serious 
things, we cannot resist the temptation to publish the 
following poetick effusion. The circumstance of our 





Presbyterian friends having made great exertions to | 


prevent a profanation of the Sabbath by starting a 
“New Line of Stages” renders it expedient to let 
even the cats viudicate their rights. Lud: ed, there is 
more truth than poetry in the following lines—and 
the fable conveys a moral lesson worthy the serious 
attention of those who too closely im tate the conduct 
of such as in former times found fauit with the Son oi 
* God for placking corn on the Sabbath.—Ep. Apv. 
From a Western Paper. 
THE SABBATA-BRiEAKING CAT. 
A MORAL TALE. 


There was a Presbyterian Cai—a Cat of high renown, 
Who took a route one Sabbath day, and wandered 
through the ‘own ; 
* ‘When, lo! witbin her reach, she spied a rat upon the 
wal!l— 
"Bhe caught it at a single bound, which made the poor 
thing squal!. 
#5She hugged it in a wanton mood, and squeezed it with 
her paws ; 
. At length she shed its precious blood, with her long 
piercing claws: 
‘Then, sporting with her favourite prey, she took it in 
her mouth, ‘ 
‘And hied her home without delay, to eat it, nothing 
loth, 
“ Ye graceless wretch !” auld Mammy cries, “ what 
hae ye been about ? 
To violate our Sabbath day, by your unseemly 
route !” 
“**Lord! Mammy, sec,” says Margery, “ she’s been at 
work, I trow, 
pon our holy Sabbath day : see, there’s a rat, I 
vow!” 
-4* Ye graceless wretch !” auld Mammy cries, “ ye shall 
be well chastised, 
~ As soon as Monday morn appear, for what ye hae 





‘**O Lord ye kuow, this graceless cat, which we have 
raised in awe. 

Upon thy >xbbath caught a rat, contrary to thy law. 

Forgive us, Lord, our numerous sins, according to thy 
sense, 

Do “ot impute to onr souls, this wretched cat’s offence. 

She has heen raised with pious care, and often cate- 
chis’d ; 

So soon us [ have done my prayer, she shall be well 
chastis’d.” 

! Poor Puss no longer could contain, but rising from 

her knees, 

| She thus broke forth in rustic strain: “ Lord, hear 

me it you please ! 

The laws of nature I obey, without the least restraint, 

For which alone, my master dear, is lodging such 
complaint. 

If nature’s laws were not designed, to regulate our 

| ways, 

| 














Why were they impress’d on every mind, without 
respect to days ? 
If Sabbath days were set apart, reserv’d as days of 
j rest, 
Impress this truth on every heart, and make it mani- 
fest, 
My master dear, with all his prayer, on Sabbaths doth 
you eck, ; 
But rest assured you're his least care the balance of 
the week, 
| He is a Sabbath devotee, with wily airs and tricks, 
Who serves the Lord each seventh day, to pay the 
score of six. 
Remove, O Lord, that filthy veil, which blinds my 
master’s eyes, 
Teach him to kuow, and knowing, feel wherein true 
virtue lies: 
| "Tis acts alone, and not the dey on which the act is 








done, 
‘{ hat coustitutes the misery, we find beneath the sun.” ° 
Not waiting to be bid adieu, she bounded through the 

door 


To seek for game, her favourite sport,--and ne’er was 
heard of more 
rc »seree 


* From te London Winter's Wreath.” 
THE STRANGER’S HEART. 
BY MPS. HEMANS. 

The stranres’s heart! on, wound it not! 
A yearning angnish is its lot: 
In the green shadow of thy tree 
The stranger finds no rest with thee. 
Thon think’st the vine’s low rusiling leaves 
Glad musie round thy household eaves; 
‘To him that souhd hath sorrows tone— 
The stranzer’s heart is with his own. 
Thou think’st thy children’s laughing play 
A lovely sight at fall of day; 
Then are the stranger’s thoughts oppress’¢— 
His mother’s voice comes o'er his breast. 
Thou think’st it sweet when friend to friend 
Beneath one roof in prayer may biend ; 
Then doth the stranger’s eye grow din— 
Far, far are those who prayed with him. 
Thy hearth, thy home, thy vintage land— 
The voices of thy kindred band; 
Ox. midst them all when blest thou art, 
be.) gently with the stranger’s heart ! ‘ 








~The Gospel Advocate and Impartial Iuvestigaror, is 





practised.” 

@ On Monday morning all arose, poor puss amongst the 
rest; 

* The auld man fell upon his knees, and thue his God 
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